The effect of cervical dilatation by laminaria on the plasma levels of 15-keto-13,14-dihydro-PGF2 alpha.
Laminaria tents were inserted to induce cervical dilatation prior to suction abortion in 42 primigravidae. The plasma level of 15-keto-13,14-dihydro-PGF2 alpha, the principal metabolite of prostaglandin F 2 alpha, increased during the dilatation period. The gentle dilatation by laminaria tents probably induces an endogenous synthesis of prostaglandins causing a softening of the cervix.